


AIDS sufferers, must only reflect
the tip of the iceberg in this
respect. Furthermore, merely em-
phasising the threat of a disease is
not effective in encouraging
health-protective behaviour,
especially if the message is based
on uncertainty, as in this case,
and is liable (o be changed.

Naturally this pamphlel ends
with a photograph of the main
cause of AIDS — Neil Kinnock.
Unfor(unately excising his malig-
nan( presence from the labour
movement won'( by itself
climinate AIDS. Nor will making
abstract propaganda for breaking
with reformism and building the
revolutionary party. However,
this is what is counterposed (o
searching for a vaccine or freal-
ment, which is dismissed as
wltimately unimporiant, together
with that old scapegoal “‘attempls
at reform by governments™.

In fact, rather than being op-
posed, social change and scien-
titic advance are intimately link-
cd. Implementing a successtul
vaccination programme in the
1'hird World and weslern coun-
tries is as much a political as a
technical activity. The direction
and nature of research into
disease control is just as political.

Nixon's war aguainst cancer
declared in the late 1960s was,
together with the space race, a
useful cover for the disintegration
of Lyndon B Johnson's *Greal
Society'. Giving money (o the
Public Health Services
laboratories and for AZT has
been used as a pre-clection
softener in Britain.

On a worldwide scale there is a
necessary connection between (he
struggle tor social liberation and
measures against all diseases, in-
cluding AIDS. Safe sex and phar-
maceutical companies will not
finally control AIDS, but ncither
will the repetition of abstract
slogans or the pretence of certain-
v where uncertainty exists.

' George Davey Smithi is a medical doctor
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